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Health Priority Action Team Meeting: Maternal and Child Health	  
Friday January 15, 2015: 9:30 AM – 10:30 AM	  

	  
Present: Amanda Bennett, Sandy De Leon, Arden Handler, Janine Hill, Victoria Jackson, Lise Jankowski, Jane Lux, Faye Manaster, Andrea Palmer, Deb Rosenberg, 
Ralph Schubert, Anita Stewart, Joanna Su, Kelly Vrablic	  
UIC MidAmerica Center for Public Health Practice Staff: Karli Greene, Jennifer McGowan 
	  

Topic	   Discussion/Updates	   Responsibility/	  
Deadline 	  

Welcome/ 
Logistics	  

● Attendees on call confirmed their presence by acknowledging when 
his/her name was called.  

● Minutes 
	  

Approval of December 11 minutes	  
● Motion: Andrea Palmer 
● Second: Anita Stewart 

	  
Approval of December 14 minutes	  
● Motion: Anita Stewart 
● Second: Andrea Palmer 

Agenda	   ● Overview/purpose of meeting 
● Healthy Illinois 2021 Activities to Date 
● Review of 2016 Health Issue Priorities 
● Review of MCH Action Team where we were and where we are going 
● Action plan process and template 
● Survey Results 
● Priorities Discussion 

	  

Action Plan 
Approach 
Discussion	  

● Palmer: This is an opportunity for those that weren’t part of the needs 
assessment to highlight any areas that we missed that should be 
considered 

● Stewart: MCOs could help narrow down priorities by informing us on 
what they're doing in certain areas and who they are interacting with. 

● Schubert: The final report should mention the priorities we did not 
choose, and why we selected the final priorities. 

● Stewart: Can priorities be narrowed down by population? 
● Manaster: Focusing on domains may not be effective. Families can cross 

multiple domains, creating difficulty in their lives and developing 
approaches to support them. 

● Bennett: Taking a systems-based approach that focuses more on services, 
systems and infrastructure ensures that priorities don't just encompass one 
outcome. 
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Gaps in 
Activities	  
Discussion	  

Is there anything that’s not on this list that you think is a gap?	  
● Schubert: Childhood obesity, but it could be covered by the Chronic 

Disease action team 
● Jackson: Health risk behaviors for children and adolescents 
● Handler: Health status is missing, make medical care homes available for 

women, children and families, as well as the definition of medical care 
homes 

● Stewart: We need to address access to both health departments and MCOs 

	  

Current 
Activities/ 
Survey Results 
Discussion	  

Thinking about the list of priority statements, which areas currently have 
activities in process?	  
● Schubert: Use past MCH application as a guide for services that are 

already happening. 
● There is a lot on reporting healthy pregnancies 
● Lux: Effects of the deteriorating funding and support of local health 

departments 
● Stewart: Information sharing from the beginning 
● Schubert: There's already ample work around priority 8. 
● Stacy: We can’t screen for mental health services, if we have no where to 

refer patients. 
● Jackson: There is an increased need for service action in schools. 
● McGowan: The behavioral health action team is focused on where 

investment can be made or where there is already existing funding, as 
well as prevention around women and newborns in the ICU. 

	  

Next Steps	   ● Next meeting will be 9:30-11:00am on January 22. 
● Meeting will either be webinar or in person.  
● Preparation assignment for next meeting along with survey data organized 

by priority will be emailed.  

Co-Chairs will meet in the interim. 	  
Objective for next meeting:	  

1. Select and finalize priorities 

Public 
Comment	  

None.	   	  

Adjourn	   Meeting adjourned at 10:30 AM.	   	  
	  


